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SUBJECT: CONSERVATIVES SLIP IN LATEST GALLUP POLL 

REF: OTTAWA 2871 

1 . LATEST CANADIAN GALLUP POLL SHOWS UPSWING IN SUPPORT 
FOR NEW DEMOCRATIC PARTY (NDP), LARGELY AT EXPENSE OF PRO- 
GRESSIVE CONSERVATIVES (PC), WITH LIBERAL STRENGTH HOLDING 
NEARLY CONSTANT. RESULTS OF SURVEY, CONDUCTED IN EARLY 
JULY, WERE CARRIED IN AUGUST 9 MEDIA. POLL FOUND NDP 
FAVORED BY 19 PERCENT OF DECIDED VOTERS, WHILE LIBERALS 
RETAINED ALLEGIANCE OF 42 PERCENT (A DROP OF ONE PERCENT 
FROM MAY POLL), AND PC SLIPPED TO 34 PERCENT OF THOSE 
QUERIED. CONSERVATIVES THUS CONTINUED STEADY SLIDE SINCE 
STUNNING POLL OF LAST APRIL WHEN THEY RAN EVEN WITH 
LIBERALS AT 41 PERCENT EACH. FOR NDP THIS REPRESENTS HIGH- 
EST TALLY SINCE JULY 1974 ELECTION, AND LIBERALS' EIGHT 
POINT LEAD OVER PC EQUALS SPREAD THEY ENJOYED IN 1974. 
LIBERALS ARE ALSO TAKING HEART FROM BELIEF THAT THEY ARE 
MORE LIKELY THAN PC TO DRAW VOTES FROM NDP DURING ELECTION 
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CAMPAIGN. 

2. ONLY OMINOUS NOTE FOR LIBERALS IS REPORTED SLIGHT DROP 

IN STRATEGIC ONTARIO, WHICH ACCOUNTS FOR ONE-THIRD OF HOUSE 
OF COMMONS SEATS. MOREOVER, 31 PERCENT OF VOTERS IN 
NATION AT LARGE REMAIN UNDECIDED. JULY POLL DOES NOT RE- 
FLECT PUBLIC REACTION TO PRIME MINISTER TRUDEAU’S AUGUST 
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1 NATIONAL ADDRESS (OTTAWA 3857), AND IT IS NOT CLEAR 
WHETHPR LIBERAL IMAGE WILL BE STRENGTHENED BY HASTY TELE- 
VISED MESSAGE WHICH LEFT IMPRESSION OF POOR COORDINATION 
WITHIN TRUDEAU GOVERNMENT AND COMPOUNDED UNCERTAINTY OVER 
LIKELY TIMING OF GENERAL ELECTIONS. STANDINGS ALSO WILL BE 
INFLUENCED BY DEBATE JUST GETTING UNDERWAY IN EARNEST ON 
CONTROVERSIAL CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT ACT PROPOSED BY 
PRIME MINISTER. FOR THEIR PART, CONSERVATIVES 

HOPE TO GENERATE NEW MOMENTUM AT SPECIAL NATIONAL CAUCUS 
OF MPS AND OTHER PARTY OFFICIALS PLANNED FOR AUGUST 13-14 
IN OTTAWA "TO DISCUSS THE PARTY'S POSITION ON MAJOR ISSUES 
FACING THE COUNTRY." 

3. LIBERALS WILL HAVE TO TAKE IMPACT OF THESE DEVELOPMENTS 
INTO ACCOUNT IN REACHING FINAL DECISION ON FALL ELECTIONS. 

SOME OBSERVERS HAVE BEEN SAYING SINCE TRUDEAU SPEECH THAT 
ODDS WERE STILL FIFTY-FIFTY THAT LATE FALL ELECTION MIGHT 
BE CALLED; LATEST POLL RESULTS MAY MARGINALLY INCREASE THAT 
PROBABILITY. ENDERS 
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